Long-lived radiopharmaceuticals: dispensing from multidose vials.
We report the use of broth simulation as a means of validating the practice of sub-dispensing from stock vials of long-lived sterile radiopharmaceuticals. 'Matched' vials of nutrient broth accompanied the stock vials of long-lived sterile radiopharmaceuticals during their time in use and were subject to the same handling and storage procedures. At the end of the life of each radiopharmaceutical stock vial, the matching broth residue was sent for incubation and reporting. The results to date have yielded no reports of microbial contamination in any of the simulated broths (0 in 256).